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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
October 11, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:01 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner 

Chuck Vyverberg, Fire Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol 

Trescott, and members of the District.   

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Move: New Business, Item E, CPR Save Recognition to Item A 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  To approve the 

Agenda as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Policies and Procedures: Commissioner Boling asked the other members of the Board to be 

prepared to discuss the draft procedures at the November meeting. 

 

All District procedures shall be formatted to include the original Adopted Date, a Revised Date, and a 

Fire Chief Signature line in the heading. 

 

Chief Nielsen said the committee intends to review one-third of the Policies and Procedures manual 

each year. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. CPR Save Recognition:  Chief Nielsen reported that Volunteer Firefighter, Patrick Perry used 

his skills and training to assist in saving a person’s life after a WSU football in September. The Chief 

said Perry came upon a man who had collapsed after the game and a bystander had initiated CPR.  

Perry provided aid to the patient and his family until the Pullman Fire Paramedics arrived and then 

helped transfer the patient into an ambulance. Chief Nielsen was told by the Pullman Fire Chief that 

the patient received an implantable AED and was discharged from the hospital neurologically intact.  

If not for the timely response and quick actions by Perry the patient may not have survived.  Chief 

Nielsen presented Firefighter Patrick Perry with a CPR Save pin and the Life Saving Award. 
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B. Bid Opening; Thermal Imaging Cameras: The District received bids from four vendors in 

response to the Thermal Imaging Cameras (TICs) invitation to bid. The sealed bids were opened and 

read as follows: 

 

 Municipal Emergency Services: 3 - $26,694 

4 - $35,592 

 

 Unifire:    3 - $13,560.00 

3 - $15,198.60 

3 - $16,773.75 

 

 LN Curtis & Sons:   3 - $20,558.85 

4 - $27,093.04 

 

 Kenco Fire Equipment:  3 - $14,265 

4 - $19,020 

 

All bids are exclusive of sales tax.  

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To refer all bids to the 

Fire Chief and staff for review and accept the lowest most responsive bid; if none of the bids are 

acceptable, reject all bids.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Chief Nielsen thanked Chief Wyrobek for his work drafting bid specifications for the TICs. 

 

C. Ambulance Service Board Contract Renewal:  Chief Nielsen, Chair of the Ambulance 

Service Board, reported a tentative agreement has been reached with AMR to continue ambulance 

service to all participating agencies.  The Chief reviewed highlights of the agreement and said the 

contract was also reviewed by ASB legal counsel, Brian Snure. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Vyverberg and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To approve the 

Ambulance Service Agreement contract renewal as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Boling recognized an email sent to Chief Nielsen from Spokane Valley Fire 

Commissioner Mike Pearson thanking him for his leadership in bringing the contract to fruition. 

 

D. Resolutions 16-08 and 16-09, Substantial Need:  The District received notice from the 

county levy specialist that the state issued the Implicit Price Deflator (IPD) rate for 2016 at 0.953%.  

Because of the growth in assessed valuation, Chief Nielsen said the District will be up against the 

101% limit and the Board would need to adopt a Fire and EMS Substantial Need Resolution in order 

to collect the full one percent increase in 2017.  The Chief explained that the total impact to the 

District is approximately $3,000, which is the cost of a set of turnout gear, or one or two months of 

EMS supplies.  The Chief said it’s difficult to operate on a one percent increase and anything that 

erodes that would make operations more challenging.   

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To adopt Resolution 

16-08, Substantial Need Resolution – Fire; and 16-09, Substantial Need Resolution – EMS.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 
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E. 2017 Draft Budget:  Chief Nielsen detailed adjustments made to the 2017 draft expense plan 

since the September Budget Workshop.  The Chief also provided the Board with a list of proposed 

capital projects, an estimated cost of department budget requests and he indicated whether the request 

was approved, the amount approved, or if the request was denied.  

 

Staff answered questions and explained how certain equipment purchases and facilities projects costs 

were determined. The commissioners rejected a fire extinguisher trainer prop and felt the amount 

allocated for hose racks was high.   

 

Chief Nielsen reviewed the Capital Purchases/Projects Plan.  It was confirmed that the Board would 

be approving the items listed on the plan for purchase at the time they adopt the 2017 budget, but the 

Chief said he would return to the Board before moving forward with any large projects or purchases. 

Chief Nielsen said he walked through each station in order to determine the need for all repairs and 

equipment listed in the plan. The Support 80 project and 84s PPE Extractor project will carry over into 

2017.   

 

The 2017 Budget will be finalized and ready for adoption at the November meeting. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. Phone System Upgrade:  Division Chief Wyrobek gave a presentation on a proposed District-

wide phone system upgrade.  He said the District’s contract with Integra expired in early 2016 and 

since that time the agency has been operating on a month-to-month basis.  Chief Wyrobek worked 

with Cycrest and their specialists in the telecom industry to draft a plan to improve service to the 

stations, expand options of use, and provide a cost saving to the District.  He recommended a system 

with a Multiprotocol Labeling Switch with Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP).  He said the proposed 

system is faster, of better quality, will provide built-in redundant restoration backup, and offers 

additional options of use.  

 

Chief Wyrobek reviewed services from three different vendors for the project.  He recommended a 

contract with CenturyLink and Black Box for dial tone, switch hardware, routing hardware, and 

telephones. A three-year contract with both vendors for service and equipment is $77,148; an $18,504 

savings over the same three-year contract with the District’s current vendor. 

 

The Board was approved moving forward with the phone system as presented. 

 

Chief Nielsen thanked Chief Wyrobek for his work on the project.  

 

B. Support 80 Update:  Chief Long presented the Board with a revised SU80 project 

management document and he and Commissioner Rorie updated the Board on proposed changes and 

modifications to Support 80.  Commissioner Rorie felt the total cost for the apparatus and 

modification will be at or below the $150,000 budgeted amount.  The commissioners would like to see 

three bids for the awning/s installation. 

 

Chief Long reported that decals have been added to the apparatus, the radio is scheduled for 

installation, and tires will be mounted this week.  He would like to move forward with the purchase of 

the rehab equipment and training, and the small appliances and furnishings.  

 

Commissioner Rorie felt the cost listed for the RAD57 CO monitor was low and asked for assurance 

that the equipment on the Support matched county rehab protocols. 



BOFC Meeting Minutes:  10/11/2016 4 

 

Chief Long said he received recommendations from Dr. Edminster on equipment for the rehab unit 

and forwarded the doctor’s recommendations to MSO Chavez for pricing.  Chief Long will verify the 

cost of the RAD57. 

 

Discussion followed on the awnings, miscellaneous equipment, the revolve air system, integration of 

the smart fill system, and placement of the cascade fill system. 

 

Commissioner Rorie agreed it makes sense to move ahead with the modifications that can be done 

while waiting for other pieces to be completed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 7:54 pm Commissioner Vyverberg adjourned to Executive Session per RCW 42.30.140(4)(b) that 

portion of a meeting during which the governing body is planning or adopting the strategy or position 

to be taken by the governing boy during the course of any collective bargaining, professional 

negotiations, or grievance or mediation proceedings, or reviewing the proposal made in the 

negotiations or proceeding while in progress.  Chief Nielsen, Chief Godfrey, and Carol Trescott were 

asked to attend.  Commissioner Vyverberg said Executive Session will last 30 minutes.  

 

At 8:30 Commissioner Vyverberg announced Executive Session would be extended an additional ten 

minutes. 

 

At 8:45 the regular meeting was called back in session.  No decisions were made during Executive 

Session. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


